
NEMCo Safety Workshop

Welcome to



What and Where

- Restrooms

- Water

- Emergency Exits

- Safety Officer

- First Aid Kit / Defibrillator

In case of emergency evacuation of room, meet in center of parking 

lot. We will verify everyone is present. All are to stay until released. 



Emergency Location

If need outside assistance. 

- Call 911

- Location: 

Kenmore Fire Station 51 

Public Meeting Room

7220 NE 181st St

Kenmore, WA



General

- Turn off or silence your cell phone / radio

- If you need to use your cell phone / radio please step out of 

classroom

- We will take breaks. If you need to excuse yourself or stand up 

please do so. There is space at the back of the room. 

- If you have a safety concern or issue, please advise Safety Officer. 



Fire Safety and Utility Controls

Workshop Training



Workshop Objectives

1. Learn about fire extinguishers

2. Learn about utility controls

3. Extinguish a small fire using a fire extinguisher 



Role of NEMCo CERT

• CERTs play very important role in fire safety by:

‒ Extinguishing small fires

‒ Preventing additional fires by removing fuel sources

‒ Shutting off utilities

‒ Assisting with evacuations, when necessary 



The Fire Triangle



Classes of Fire

• Class A: Ordinary combustibles

• Class B: Flammable and combustible liquids

• Class C: Energized electrical equipment

• Class D: Combustible metals

• Class K: Cooking oils



Fire Size-up

• Time to decide:

‒ Whether to attempt to suppress the fire

‒ A plan of action 

• Answers these questions:

‒ Do I have the right equipment?

‒ Do you have a buddy, or have you called for help?

‒ Is the building structurally damaged or are there any other hazards?

‒ Is there an escape route if the fire doesn’t go out?

‒ Can the fire be fought safely?

Remember: The safety of the individual is always the top 

priority.



Fire Suppression Dont’s

• Don’t get too close 

• Don’t try to fight a fire 

alone 

• Don’t try to suppress 

large fires 

• Don’t enter smoke-filled 

areas 



Firefighting Resources

• Portable fire extinguishers

• Fire blankets, wet kitchen towel

• Garden hose

• Sprinkler systems

• Fire department

• Interior standpipes



Interior Standpipes

• Usually found in commercial 

buildings or apartments 

• For firefighters only



After a fire

Call 911, even if you put the fire out yourself.  The Fire 

Department will document the fire, and make an insurance 

claim easier.

Dry chemical powder conducts electricity.  If the powder gets 

into electronics, they are very difficult to restore.



Fire Extinguishers

• Dry chemical - most popular

  12-18 feet, 12-15 seconds

• Carbon dioxide

     4-8 feet, 9 - 10 seconds

• Water - place thumb over nozzle

   for a flat spray

• Specialized

      



Extinguisher Rating/Labeling

• Labels show types of fires for which that extinguisher is used

‒ Class A fire ratings: 1A to 40A

‒ Class B fire ratings: 1B to 640B 

• Higher number on label = greater amount of extinguishing agent 



Sample Label



P.T.A.S.S. 

TEST the extinguisher after pulling the pin  



Electrical Emergencies

• Know where power shutoffs are

‒ Appliances

‒ Circuit breakers

‒ Fuses 

• Post shutoff directions next to all utilities 

• Know procedures for turning power back on after the fire 



Reducing Electrical Hazards

• Avoid the “electrical octopus”

• Don’t run cords under carpets 

• Check for and replace broken 

or frayed cords 

• Maintain appliances 



Shutoff Procedures

• Circuit panel main switch

• Fuse box with shutoff

• Good idea to keep a flashlight near the 

electrical panel

• Do not block access to your panel.  

De-clutter!



Natural Gas Hazards

• Simple Asphyxiant

‒ Displaces oxygen in the room, you need oxygen to live 

• Explosive

‒ Can readily ignite under the right conditions

Mercaptain is the chemical added to natural gas to give it a 

distinct “rotten eggs” odor



Natural Gas Hazard Awareness

• Install natural gas detector 

• Install carbon monoxide detector in home 

• Test batteries for natural gas and carbon monoxide detectors every 

month 

‒ Change batteries every six months 

• Locate and label gas shutoffs 

‒ Have proper non-sparking tool 



Gas Shutoff

• Locate and label gas shutoff 

valves 

• If not automatic, know procedures 

for shutting off gas

• Do not block access to your 

shutoff.  De-clutter!

• If you smell gas, shut the valve 

and notify your gas company.



• One valve at the road

• One valve at/in your house

• Shut-off procedures for wells

Water Shut-off

• 5-in-1 tool

• Find it, clear it, turn it

• Which one is 

yours?

• Practice 

shutting it off

• Do not block 

access.

De-clutter!



Fire Suppression Safety

Safety of the individual is the top priority
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